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The Fort Worth Songwriters’ Association is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Corporation 

FWSA Spring Showcase  

 

The Fort Worth Songwriters’ Association held its Spring Show-
case on Sunday, May 3, 2015, at Buffalo West Restaurant, 7101 
Camp Bowie West, in Fort Worth.  The showcase was held from 
12:00 to 4:00pm, featuring several artists from the FWSA. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Steve Obermiller                James Nitschke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Rick Tate                          Gary Devlin 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        Tommi Frank                  Michael Nelms 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         Ron Wallace                        Bill Sanner 
 

Thanks to all who came out and supported this 
great event.   
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New Members and Renewals 
 

New Members:  Kyle Tankersley 

 

Renewals: Bill Sanner, Randy Galbreath 

 

Welcome to the FWSA!!!    

FWSA Upcoming 
Events in April: 

 

06/01 - Open Mic Night    

06/15 -   Open Mic Night 

06/18 - Monthly Songwriter                       
          Gathering 

06/22 -   FWSA Creativity Circle 

06/29 -     Songwriters in the  
  Round Concert  
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From the Editor  

By  Rob Owen   

FWSA 
P.O. Box 330233 

Fort Worth, TX  76163 

FWSA 2015 Board of Directors 

President - Rick Tate 

Executive Vice President - Rob Owen 

Secretary - Mona Harmon-Smith 

Treasurer - Deborah Owen 

Fund Raising Coordinator -  Linda Terry 

Director of Community Outreach  -  Alan Beauvais   

Director of Education/Contest  - Vacant 

Director of Special Events -  Michael Conner 

Director of Information Technology  -  Bonita Beauvais  

Assistant Director of Special Events -  James Nitschke 

Board Member at Large - Bryon Simpson  

 
Fort Worth Songwriters’ Association, Incorporated is a 501(c)(3) non

-profit corporation, dedicated to the education of persons in the craft 
of songwriting, music and related topics, the preservation of song-

writing and original music as a viable art form, and the promotion of 

songwriters, songwriting and original music as an asset to the com-
munity.          

Contact by Phone:  972-322-4359 

Website:  www.fwsa.com 

      E-Mail:  fwsanewsletter@gmail.com 

FORT WORTH SONGWRITERS' 

ASSOCIATION 
A 501(C)(3) NON-PROFIT 

CORPORATION 

 

The Music War Rages On! 

I know some may disagree with what I 

am about to say, but it is time for me 

to vent a little about what I see is hap-

pening in the music industry.  The 

great thing about this country is the 

fact we all have an opinion and can 

express it freely and openly (at least for now). 

Many of you may think I am going to vent about the record 

industry in general -  I am not.  We live in a capitalist society 

and everyone has the right to earn their money as they see fit 

(as long as it’s legal).  Without the business side of music, 

many musicians, bands, performers or songwriters would 

have quit or abandoned their dreams and we would not have 

experienced  some of the greatest musical moments of our 

lives.   

If you think I’m going to bash public radio -  I am not.  If I 

don’t like the music blaring from my truck speakers, I can 

switch the channel or turn on my satellite radio.  Again, public 

radio is a business and as a wise man once told me “music is 

on the radio to fill the space between commercials”.  So, stop 

yelling at your radio as you drive and pay attention to the 

road.   

If you think I am going to address this trivial conflict between 

Texas music and Nashville music -  I am not.  When are we 

going to realize one cannot exist without the other and we are 

all striving for the same goals?  Successful Texas artists move 

to Nashville and successful Nashville artists move to Texas.  

Why do some people have to perpetuate the myth  one is bet-

ter than the other?  Let it go, enjoy the music, and stop being a 

hater.  Life is short. 

Maybe you’re thinking I will discuss the present “country 

genre controversy” sweeping the country.  Not even close.  

I’ve heard all the rumbles.  “So and So” is not real country, 

because they rap and rock” or “they’re not country because 

they don’t wear cowboy hats and their hair is too long”.  Well, 

ask Willie Nelson about long hair.  You can’t remake a John-

ny Cash or George Jones, so why even try?  “So and So” is 

selling out stadiums and introducing a whole new generation 

to the country side of music.  What is wrong with that?  Music 

must evolve and change to stay alive.  I wonder what my 

Mom thought the first time I listened to Jimi Hendrix? 

You see, we worry too much about the small stuff in our lives 

and that takes away pieces from the big picture.  Making and 

writing music is suppose to be fun.  Somehow we all tend to 

dwell on the negatives, instead of the positives like holding a 

guitar, playing a song, creating a melody, performing to a 

crowd, or sharing our emotions in lyrical form.  So, where is 

all the venting -  you ask?   You must have missed it.   

Advertising Rates 
Business advertising rates for Songwriters’ 

Roundup are as follows: 

 

Business Card - $5/Issue    1/4 Page  -  $15/ Issue 

1/2 Page  -  $25/ Issue        Full -  $40/ Issue 

Send Ads to: 

FWSA 

P.O. Box 330233 

Fort Worth, Texas 76163 
You may also send ads by e-mail to fwsanewsletter@ 
gmail.com.  To ensure proper formatting, please ensure 
that your ad is in a JPEG file or other photo type file.  
All ads must be paid in full before publication.  Thank 
you.    

http://www.fwsa.com
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 SOUND B ITES 

*** 

Who’s Doing What 
in the FWSA 

Kem Anderson -  Kem Anderson was honored to be the first 

performer at Main Street Arts festival and kick off FWSA’s 

new relationship with Main St. Arts festival.  Kem and Ken 

Cannizzo also played a short set at Fred’s TCU, on 05/20, at a 

Paschal Get Together that Kem hosted after the Colonial Pro-

Am.  

Dan Binkert -  Dan Binkert and his bands "TanDom" and 

"The Daddy Cats" perform regularly at Cowtown Winery in 

the Stockyards, Grapevine Springs Winery on Main St. in 

Grapevine, and at "Big Daddys" at Scott's Landing on Grape-

vine Lake.  You can check them out on Facebook and Reverb-

nation for exact dates and times as well as some audio/video 

clips. 

Curtis Campbell -  CurtisE has a new live interactive Internet 

broadcast and website.  For show schedule and to listen to 

CurtisE's awesome original songs, please go to www.thejam 

show.com.  The Jam Show Facebook page is www.facebook. 

com/thejamshowbyc2.  CurtisE performs at FWSA 1st and 3rd 

Monday Night Open Mic Nights at Buffalo West Restaurant, 

7101 Camp Bowie West, Fort Worth, TX, and 4th Friday 

Open Mic hosted by Alan Rice at Groovy Goods, 3415 S. 

Cooper St., Arlington, TX.  

Brian Chapman -  In May, Brian completed several new 

songs and formed an acoustic duo, RelativeTraffic. For live 

recordings, go to www.reverbnation.com/relativetraffic. Brian 

first introduced several of the songs to the public at an 

April FWSA open mic and his first show, the May 23 benefit 

for Van, Texas, held at Eddy's in Athens. 

Mike Childress -  Mike’s music, news and schedule is availa-

ble at mikechildressband.com.  

Marty Clifford - Marty will be appearing as follows:  06/06, 
Scranton Community Center, Scranton, TX. 06/12, Pizza 
House, Clyde, TX.  06/20, Anson Opera House, Anson, TX.  
06/26 and 06/27, Pizza House, Clyde, TX.    

Tricia Hines -  Tricia will be playing as follows:  06/05, 
Broadway Plaza Westover Hills,  3:30-4:30 pm, Fort Worth, 
TX. 06/08, Horizon Bay Senior Living, 3:00-4:00pm, North 
Richland Hills, TX.  06/12, Broadway Plaza Senior Living 
Cityview, 3:00-4:00pm, Fort Worth, TX.  06/17, White Settle-
ment Senior Center,  10:30-11:30am, White Settlement, TX. 
David Hunter -  David and his group “Days Like This” play 
acoustic, blues, and light rock at the Outskirtz Grill, outside 
Weatherford and the Weatherford Downtown Café.   

Allen Hurt -  Allen Hurt will be in Nashville TN. recording 
and producing some of his newest songs to be released this 
year, including an upcoming single to be featured as a CMT 
music video later this year. Joining Allen in the studio, Grand 
Ole Opry staff musician and friend, the legendary Tommy 

White will also be featured, performing on steel guitar along 
with other greats like Dolly Parton's drummer, Eddy Anderson 
and Loretta Lynn's Fiddle player, Craig Fletcher.  For more 
information on Allen's latest music and concert schedule, visit 
www.allenhurt.com. 

Rose Jeffus -  You can find Rose at the FWSA open mic nights 
at Buffalo West Restaurant, every 1st and 3rd Monday. Her 
song "Which Memory" can be heard on the website  
www.mackanddyan.com.  Her co-written song "It's All About 
the Money" is getting a lot of air-play in the U.S. and foreign 
markets. 

Doug MacKenzie -  Doug and BlueFish will be playing Satur-
day, June 6, at Sweet Springs Winery in Weatherford from 7-
10pm.  Doug is also starting to work on studio demos of origi-
nal material.  Check out BlueFish video versions of songs at  
Facebook page,  https://www.facebook.com/bandBlueFish?
ref=aymt_homepage_panel or at Youtube  https://www. 
youtube.com/channel/UCPRzDeejVSZnD33pnUhVuUw.   The 
Duke Anderson Band is finishing up the recording phase of my 
song “One More Step” for their follow up CD “Wanderlust”.   
Rob Owen - Rob will be performing the FWSA Monday Night 
Open Mic, 06/01,  at Buffalo West Restaurant, Fort Worth, TX.  
He will also be performing at Groovy Goods, 06/25, Arlington, 
TX.  For more info on Rob’s music and videos, go to his site at  
www.reverbnation.com/robowen or www.myspace.com/
musicofrobowen. 

Tony Ramey -  Tony's new album Soul Survivor has just been 
released.  The information to his fall writers' retreat has also 
been listed on his website.  Tony’s duet with Willie Nelson, 
“The Bible, the Bottle, and the Gun” is now available on 
iTunes.  For information on Tony and his music, go to 
www.tonyramey.com, www.reverbnation.com/tonyramey,  or 
www.facebook.com/tonyrameypage.  

Brandon Scott - Brandon will be playing with Back Road 
Drifters at the Loco Coyote, 06/20, Glen Rose, TX, and 06/27, 
at Blackie's Bait Shop, Walnut Springs, TX.  Brandon also 
plays every Thursday night at Open Mic Night, Hollywood and 
Vine in Glen Rose, TX.   

Bill Sibley -  Bill has songs recorded which have been played 

on KNON 89.3.  One song has won a songwriter contest for 

Rattler Media and is on ITunes “Feel your  heart”.  He is cur-

rently playing in 2 bands - Rio Vista Social Club with Rick & 

Lisa Binkley, Peter Pope, and Jeff Reagon  He also plays in the 

Rockin’ Robert band which plays in the Dallas area. 

Mona Harmon-Smith -  Mona will be performing as follows:  
River Oaks, TX.  Echols Center, every Saturday, from 6:00-
9:00pm, North Richland Hills, TX.  Her recording of “Long 
Gone Lonesome Blues”, debuted at #5 on the Country Road 
Chart.   

Rick Tate -  Rick performed at the FWSA Spring Showcase,  
held on 05/03, Buffalo West Restaurant.  Rick also performs 
every 1st and 3rd Monday at the FWSA Open Mic Night., from 
1:00-1:25pm,  Fort Worth, TX.   

John Terry -  John is the Regional coordinator of NSAI 
(Nashville Songwriters Association International).  For infor-
mation on the NSAI, contact John at nsaidfw@aol.com.   He 
also performs at most FWSA functions in the area.  

CONT’D ON PAGE 4: 
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The Lonesome Wonderers -  The Lonesome Wonderers are 

working on four new songs with the working titles “Cold 

November Night”, “Thrive”, “Curves Can Kill” and “Feelin’ 

Like a Hero”.  Although TLW is working on these new 

tunes, their main focus is preparing for the recording of their 

five complete songs, which will be released for sharing and 

promotional purposes.  These future videos, as well as all 

photos, announcements and updates will be posted to their 

new Facebook page at www.facebook.com/

LonesomeWonderers.  The LW's would like to publicly 

thank Alan Beauvais for organizing the chance for them to 

play at the Main Street Arts Festival. 

Gus Wolman - Gary Pinkston and Gus Wolman’s Song, 

“Gold Cross & Jesus”, will be recorded/released by Record-
ing Artist Todd Barrow in 2015. Gus’song, “Mom’s Blue 
Envelope”, by Recording Artist Laurie Shaw/Banner Rec-
ords, charted in the Top 40 on Europe’s HotDisc chart eight 
weeks in a row, Jan – March, 2013.  https://itunes.apple.com/
us/album/moms-blue-envelope-single/id609032947).  We at 
WCCMP thank the Lord, Jesus Christ, for His Help, Love 
and Grace.  

 FWSA Member-
ship Drive for 

2015 

The FWSA is conducting a membership drive that will end on 
July 31, 2015.  Present active members (excluding lifetime and 
board members), will receive $5.00 off their next renewal for 
each new member signed up.  Sign up 1 - $5.00 off, Sign up 2 - 
$10.00 off, up to a maximum of 8 new members which will net 
you a free renewal for the year.  What if I sign up 3 new mem-
bers and get $15.00 off my renewal in May, but I sign up 3 
more members before July 31, 2015?  The answer is simple.  
You will receive credit for the 3 other members off of your next 
renewal in 2016.  That’s right.  You will not lose credit for any 
new member you sign up.   

Lifetime & Board members -  You have not been forgotten.    
For each new member you sign up, you will receive one raffle 
drawing ticket which will qualify you for a gift card to be 
drawn in July. 

REMEMBER -  In order to qualify for signing up a new mem-
ber, your name must appear on the membership application 
form in the section “If recruited by a present member, what 
is the member’s name”.    

So, now the rest is up to you.   Good luck.   

FWSA Creativity 
Circle 

Looking for an informal place to network with other songwrit-
ers?  If so, the FWSA Creativity Circle may be just what you’re 
looking for. Unlike our monthly workshops, this is not a song 
critique session, but an informal gathering for those needing 
help on various aspects of the songwriting process. The setting 
is strictly acoustic with no sound equipment or CD players.  
Topics covered will be what people want or need to discuss to 
help them in the creative writing process, recording issues, 
equipment discussions, or any topics relevant to the music cre-
ating process. This is the perfect setting for that question you 
think is elementary, but too embarrassed 
to ask. Discuss your song, your music 
ideas and enjoy an evening of relaxed 
conversation among friends. You might 
find just the right person to help you! 

The FWSA Creativity Circle meets on the 4th Monday of each 
month from 6:30pm – 9:00pm, at Dickey’s BBQ Pit, 6219 Oak-
mont Blvd (off Hulen St), Fort Worth (excluding holidays).   
Next Meeting Date:  June 22, 2015.   So, come join us. The 
answers you’re looking for may be in the Creativity Circle and 
just an informal meeting away!  The private dining room pro-
vides a nice setting for an informal gathering of creative minds, 
regardless of how few or how many show up.  For additional 
information, contact  us at fwsanewsletter@gmail.com. 

Monday Night Open Mic 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brian Chapman, above left, and Charles     
Berry, above right. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Nelms, above left, and Michelle      
Garrison and Mitch Fenner, above right. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tommi Frank, above. 

http://www.facebook.com/LonesomeWonderers
http://www.facebook.com/LonesomeWonderers
https://itunes.apple.com/us/album/moms-blue-envelope-single/id609032947
https://itunes.apple.com/us/album/moms-blue-envelope-single/id609032947
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6550 Camp Bowie Blvd. 

Fort Worth, Texas 76116 

817-377-0270 
Voted “Best Chicken-Fried 

Steak” by Fort Worth Weekly 
Magazine 

Come See Why! 

Live Music Every Friday & 
Saturday night 

 

Home of the FWSA 

“Songwriter’s Open Mic”  
Every Monday Night 

6:00-9:00 PM  
All Songwriters and Performers of  

Original Music are Welcome 

Songwriting Competitions/Contests 
Note: Information regarding contests is provided as a ser-
vice to our members. The Fort Worth Songwriters’ Associ-
ation is not a sponsor, affiliate, or underwriter for any of 
the contests listed.   

American Songwriter Magazine’s bi-monthly Amateur 
Lyrics Contest accepts entries year-round; entry fee is $12 per 
song.  Bi-monthly winners receive a Gibson SJ-200 guitar and 
a Shure SM58 microphone. For additional information, visit 
their web site, www.americansongwriter.com. 

VH-1”s “Song of the Year” Contest selects one winner and 
four finalists in each of ten categories each month for forward-
ing to music industry representatives; monthly winners com-
pete for the “Song of the Year” title.  For more information, 
visit www.songoftheyear.com. 

The BOSAs Songwriting Awards is a twice-yearly global 
competition, where top songs and artists are showcased to the 
music industry, while competing for category prizes.  For 
more information, visit www.thebosas.com. 

The Singer/Songwriter Awards and Lyric Writer Awards 
from We Are Listening, are now underway, with an entry fee 
of $5.00 per entry. For more information, visit 
www.wearelistening.org. 
Contemporary Christian Music Network’s International 
Songwriting Contest offers more than $20,000 in cash and 
prizes, awarded through four separate contests – one each 
quarter; 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners for each quarterly con-
test and one “Songwriter of the Year Award” will be selected.  
Participants can receive progressive songwriting critiques (you 
can enter, receive your critiques, work on improving your 
songs, enter them again in a different quarter, receive your 
critiques, etc.). For complete details, go to 
www.christiansongwriting.com. 

Show Me The Music is a songwriting contest that is held in 
three phases with the winners of each phase competing for a 
Grand Prize of $10,000.00 or a recording session in Nashville, 
TN.  The entry fee is $30. for the first song and $20. for each 
additional song.  For further information about the contest, 
visit www.showmethemusic.com. 

USA Songwriting Competition is a songwriting contest 
which offers up to $50,000.00 in cash and prizes for the over-
all winner which is determined by independent judges.  Entry 
fee is only $35.00 per song.  For further information, visit 
www.songwriting.net. 

The John Lennon Songwriting Contest is an open contest 
that awards prizes in 12 separate categories.  This contest is 
open all year and entries must be made before the closing 
dates of the established sessions.  Entry fee per song is $30. 
and is open to all songwriters.  For further information, visit 
www.jlsc.com.   

Indie International Songwriting Contest is an annual song 
competition that gives recognition to some of the best emerg-
ing songwriters in the world.  Entry fee is $30. per song.  For 
further information, visit www.indieinternational.com. 
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Websites For 
Songwriters   

American Songwriter -  Songwriting magazine with features, 
music reviews, news, tech articles, equipment reviews, videos, 
and lyric contest.  www.americansongwriter.com. 
Doak Turner’s “The Nashville Muse” -  Site and weekly e-
zine of who is playing where in Nashville Songwriting Com-
munity and other events in the industry. Site has resources - 
articles, interviews and videos with pros in the biz.  
www.doakturner.com. 

Educated Songwriter -  Teaching the business and craft of 
songwriting.  Site hosted by Cliff Goldmacher and includes; 
blog, video podcasts, ebooks, webinars, and newsletter.  For 
more information, go to www.educatedsongwriter.com or his 
blog at www.educatedsongwriter.com/blog/.  
Music Starts Here - 300 video interview segments with pros 
in the music biz - hit songwriters, publishers, PROs, vocal 
coach, entertainment attorney, artists, musicians and other pros 
in the music biz. Endorsed by the Nashville Chamber of Com-
merce. www.musicstartshere.org. 
Muse’s Muse -  Articles and news dedicated to the art of song-
writing and education in songwriting principles.    
www.musesmuse.com.   

NashvilleGuitarGuru’s Channel -  Dave Isaacs presents in-
structional video on arranging music, instrument techniques, 
and other educational sessions.  www.youtube.com/nashville 
guitarguru or his new website at www.daveisaacs.com. 

Nashville Music Guide - Monthly magazine with music news 
and reviews, articles, event listings, festivals, calendar of 
events, and artist interviews.  www.nashvillemusicguide.com. 
NASI -  News, workshops, song evaluations, songwriter events 
and on-line video library.  For more information, go to 
www.nashvillesongwriters.com. 

Performing Songwriter -  Performing Songwriter Enterprises 
and its various media initiatives focus on celebrating music, 
shining a spotlight on songwriters, reinforcing the importance 
of music and arts education.  www.performingsongwriter.com. 
Songwriting and Music Business Community -  SMB Com-
munity is a group of songwriters and music business enthusi-
asts who work together to create a new paradigm for the new 
music business.  Events, articles, educational material, and 
newsletter.  SMB Founder, Instructor, Author, Songwriter -  
Amanda Williams.  For information or to sign up, go to 
www.songwritingandmusicbusiness.com.      

Song Chops - Articles, tips, Texas music events, songwriter 
worksheets and exercises, drum tracks.  Sign up for the news-
letter at www.songchops.com.  

Songwriters Connection -  Connecting with singers and song-
writers to help them achieve their goals in the world of mu-
sic.  Weekly newsletter with articles and info - The Songwrit-
ers Connection E-Tip and The Artist Connection E-Tip.   Great 
insights and information for writers and performers, from 
Nashville producer Kim Copeland.  Sign up at 
www.songwritersconnection.com. 

.  

Songwriters Marketplace -  A songwriter based website for 
showcasing and performing artists.  It provides information on 
industry news, events, reviews, interviews, and articles.  
www.songwritersmarketplace.com. 
Songwriters Resource Network - News and education re-
sourcefor singers and songwriters.  www.songwritersresource 
network.com.   

Songwriter Universe -  Website for songwriters that includes 
featured articles, business, education articles, monthly song-
writer contests, songwriter and artist directory, song evalua-
tions, copyright info, and songwriting links.  For more infor-
mation, visit their website at www.songwriteruniverse.com.  

World of Songwriting.com -  Info on writing, recording, and 
selling songs.  Resource links for articles, blogs, contests, 
books, and additional websites for songwriting.  www.world-of
-songwriting.com. 

Monday Night Open Mic 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Al Marrow, above left, and Bryon Simpson, 
above right. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Fryar, above left, and David Hunter, 
above right. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gary Devlin, above left and James Nitschke, 
above right. 

 

Buffalo West Restaurant 
7101 Camp Bowie West 
Fort Worth, TX  76116 

http://www.americansongwriter.com
http://www.doakturner.com
http://www.educatedsongwriter.com
http://www.educatedsongwriter.com/blog/
http://www.musicstartshere.org
http://www.musesmuse.com
http://www.youtube.com/nashville%20guitarguru
http://www.youtube.com/nashville%20guitarguru
http://www.daveisaacs.com
http://www.nashvillemusicguide.com
http://www.nashvillesongwriters.com
http://www.performingsongwriter.com
http://www.songwritingandmusicbusiness.com
http://www.songchops.com
http://www.songwritersconnection.com
http://www.songwritersmarketplace.com
http://www.songwritersresourcenetwork.com
http://www.songwritersresourcenetwork.com
http://www.songwriteruniverse.com
http://www.world-of-songwriting.com
http://www.world-of-songwriting.com
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Songwriter 
Leads 

All Folked Up is an internet radio program featuring folk 
artists and musicians, hosted by Dixie McCorkell of Tri-
plestrand Productions.  All types and genres of folk music are 
welcome.  To submit your work to Dixie for consideration, 
contact her at ddsj84@yahoo.com.  www.triplestrand produc-
tions.com.  

CMG Radio is a 24/7 Internet Radio station, which also 
owns ground stations, featuring indie recording artists in a 
variety of genres.  Volunteer DJs are also sought.  For more 
information on how to submit your music, visit their web site, 
www.cmgradio.info or contact Jerry Cramer at jerry@cmg 
radio.info. 

DaCat Music is a publishing company that places songs with 
artists, advertisers, producers, and other publishers.  For in-
formation, contact Cathy Baldwin at dacatm@aol.com or 
check out her website at www.DaCatMusic.com. 

ezfolk.com - Artists and Singer/Songwriters can post MP3’s 
for sale on-line by setting up an artist account at 
www.ezfolk.com. 

Frances and Harry Date of Silk and Denim Music are  
looking for “incredible” songs to pitch to major artists, and 
“great” songs for indie artists.  For more information, contact 
Frances at Silk and Denim Music, PO Box 210097, Nashville, 
TN, 37221, or songmatchmakers@gmail.com.  Visit their 
web site at www.matchmakersnetwork.com.  
“In the Music Room”, the Internet Radio program with host 

Randy Tredway and Helen Kennedy is continuing to tape 

sessions for their web broadcasts.  FWSA members who have 

recorded sessions include; Rob Owen, Jim Nitschke, and 

Vicky Williams. If  interested in a guest appearance on “In 

the Music Room”, contact Randy at randy@inthemusic 

room.com and visit their website at www.inthemusicroom. 

com.   

Jerry Cramer at Big Sugar Music is looking for top-notch 
songs in a variety of styles for current projects .  Submit studio 
demos only to Big Sugar Music, 400 W. 5th St., Burkburnett, 
TX 76354.  Visit their website at www.bigsugarmusic.com. 

Music Scene Live -  Provides live performances of original 

music by Texas based artists/singers/songwriters/bands -  

including candid dialogue with the artists about their music 

and performances live in front of an audience.  Hosted by 

Allison and Stone.  For information, visit their website at 

www.musicscenelive.com. 

Nelson-Jones Entertainment Group is a booking agency for 

independent artists.  For more information, visit their web 

site, www.lounelsonpromo.com, or email Lou Nelson at 

LNPM@aol.com. 

Winners Circle Country Music Publishing, Promotion, 

Marketing – WCCMP’s mission is “helping people through 

music”.  Recording Artist Todd Barrow and Texas Country   

Monthly Songwriter 
Gathering 

Thursday,  June 18,  2015, 7:00 PM 

Songwriter Workshop 
Song evaluation session will follow the workshop.  

(Bring lyric sheets for participants) 

 

Dickey’s BBQ Pit 
6219 Oakmont Blvd.  

Fort Worth, TX  76132 
817-346-0110 

 

Non-Members can attend one session only. 
(Does not apply to spouses or partners              

of members). 

T-Shirts available for a donation 
of $15.00 per shirt.  The following 
colors and sizes are still available.    

Black - XL(1), 3XL(2)  

Light Blue -  XL(1), 2XL(1)                

Forest Green - 2XL(1), 3XL(1)         

Red -  L(1), XL(2), 2XL(1) 

Navy - L(1), XL(1), 2XL(2) 

Purple - XL(1), 2XL(1), 3XL(1)  

Royal Blue -  L(1), XL(1), 2XL(1) 

Maroon -  L(1), XL(1), 2XL(1) 

Texas Orange - 2XL(1)  

Polo Shirts ($20.00 donation per shirt)  

Texas Orange -  3XL(2)  

Shirts will be brought and sold at our events 
throughout the year or until they are gone. 

Contact us at fwsanewsletter 
@gmail.com for further infor-

mation, how to order, and postage 
rates, if mailed.      

Front image on t-shirt is 
pictured right.           

http://www.triplestrandproductions.com
http://www.triplestrandproductions.com
http://www.cmgradio.info
http://www.DecatMusic.com
http://www.ezfolk.com
http://www.matchmakersnetwork.com
http://www.inthemusicroom.com
http://www.inthemusicroom.com
http://www.bigsugarmusic.com
http://www.musicscenelive.com
http://www.lounelsonpromo.com
http://www.dickeys.com
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Recording Artist Icon Sonny Burgess, have co-written and 
recorded “The House That Love Built”; a song whereby 
100% of all song revenues will be donated to Ronald McDon-
ald House, Fort Worth (available on iTunes and Amazon 
now!!).  Todd has cut “They Are Not Invisible”, about home-
less veterans.  We seek the right 501(c)3 military org to work 
with to help our military through this song.  Trey Houston is 
donating the vast majority of digital download music sales to 
three 501(c)3 charities - Hunt County Kids/Lake Area Shared 
Ministries Food Pantry (“Living On Empty)”; Wounded He-
roes of Texas (He’s A Soldier; Patriot Paws (“Homeless on 
the Range”).  To preview and buy these songs: http://
www.treyhoustonrecords.com/MusicBio.html  GOT WIN-
NERS? Call Gus A. Wolman III, owner, WCCMP; 903-356-
3921.  We at WCCMP thank the Lord, Jesus Christ, for His 
Help, Love and Grace. 

Monday Night Open Mic 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jason Allcorn, above left, and John Terry, above 
right. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kim Jarrett, above left, and Randy “Flash”   
Galbreath, above right. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike Conner, above left, and Rick Tate, above 
right. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ron Wallace, above left, and Rob Owen, above 
right. 

Buffalo West Restaurant 

7101 Camp Bowie West 

Fort Worth, TX.  76116 

817-732-2370 

Home of the FWSA 
“Songwriter’s Open Mic”  

 

Every 1st and 3rd Monday 
Night (excluding hol-

idays). 

6:30-9:30 PM                                          
(Sign up from 6:30pm

-8:30pm) 
 

All Songwriters and Performers of original 
music are welcome.  No Covers.  If you did not 
write it, don’t perform it (without expressed 

permission from the songwriter). 

 

Any sign-ups after 8:30 pm will perform at 
the discretion of the FWSA.   

Family Friendly and Non-Smoking.  

 

http://www.treyhoustonrecords.com/MusicBio.html
http://www.treyhoustonrecords.com/MusicBio.html
http://www.buffalowestfw.com
http://www.fwsa.com
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Show -  Don’t 
Tell: 3 Steps to 
Writing Better   
Lyrics 

By Jason Blume 
Our goal, when we share a song, is to evoke emotion in our 
listeners—to have them not only know what the singer is feel-
ing, but to empathize—to feel the emotion. One of the most 
effective ways to achieve this is by bringing your audience 
inside the world of your song—showing them a scene unfold-
ing—instead of simply telling them how the singer feels. 

Writing lyrics that “show—don’t tell” is one of the basics of 
songwriting, and is one of the first things taught in almost 
every songwriting class. But for many songwriters, it’s easier 
to write lyrics that state how the singer feels. For example: 
“My heart is filled with happiness”; or, “I’m lonely and my 
heart is broken.” But while these statements clearly express 
what the singer is feeling, these types of statements don’t typi-
cally evoke emotion in the listener. 

By incorporating three elements—action, imagery, and de-
tail—into your verse lyrics, you can write lyrics that tell a 
story. Note that this tool is primarily intended for verse lyrics. 
In songs containing choruses, the chorus lyrics tend to be 
more general. Their function is to be a summation of the con-
cept and to hammer home the title. Telling the story is the 
domain of the verses. 

A: Action 

You might recall from elementary school that verbs are fig-
ures of speech that convey action or doing. By incorporating 
action words you ensure that you are avoiding simply stating 
feelings.  An easy way to include action is to identify the emo-
tion you are hoping to evoke then ask yourself, “What would 
a person do if he or she were feeling this?”  Instead of saying, 
“I’m missing you and my heart is broken,” you might write 
lines that show what missing someone and being heartbroken 
looks like.  

For example:  

I hug the pillow where you used to lay your head  

I clutch a tear-stained picture of you  

I drove to the club where we used to hang, but I couldn’t walk 
through that door  

I wipe the tears that keep running down my face   

Note the action words—the verbs in the examples above: 
“hug,” “clutch,” “drove,” “walk,” and “wipe.” 
Similarly, instead of saying, “I’m in love,” show what a per-
son in love does by writing lyrics such as: 
I wrote your name and mine inside a heart I keep singing your 
name like a favorite song I read your text that said “I love 
you” at least a hundred times.   
 

CONT’D ON PAGE 10: 

MayFest 2015 
Some members of the FWSA had the opportunity to play at 

MayFest 2015.  This was the second year the FWSA was invit-

ed to participate at this event. 

 

David Harwick, left, 

and Alan Beauvais, 

right. 

 

 

 

 

John Ray, left, and 

John    Terry, right. 

NON-FWSA SONGWRITER 
MEETINGS 

NSAI-DFW Chapter -   Meeting will be held on Monday,  
06/08/15, 7:00pm, at Dickey’s BBQ Pit, 5530 S. Cooper St., 
Arlington, TX.  Everyone is welcome to attend. For further 
information, contact John Terry at nsaidfw@aol.com. 

SongSmith Meeting - Meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
06/10/15, 7:00pm, at the Masters Touch Music School, 629 W. 
College St., Grapevine, TX.    For further information, contact 
Mary Dawson at info@songsmithonline.com.   

Come Join  Us 
on Facebook! 

 

Click Here and “Like” us!!   
 

Receive instant messages, up-
dates, and music venue info.     

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Fort-Worth-Songwriters-Association/258426600859706?ref=hl
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FWSA Songwriters in the  
Round Concert 

   
               Buffalo West Restaurant 

                               7101 Camp Bowie West    
                               Fort Worth, TX.  76116 
                        Monday, June 29, 2015, 6:30 pm  

 
Performers:  

Brandon Scott, Kim Jarrett, Rick Ritz, 
Mike Childress, David Hunter, and    

Brian Chapman. 
 

Free Admission and Public Invited to Attend.  

    Fort Worth Songwriters’        
            Association                        
   Songwriting Contest  

             Contest Dates, Rules and Categories:   

To Be Announced                                                   

$10.00 per song entry or $25.00                                                                                                            
         for three songs (3 song limit).     

   

  More information forthcoming. 

         Get those songs ready!!!! 
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He kisses her photo – or – He kisses the photo he took of her 
laughing that weekend they went camping at Reelfoot Lake  

Instead of using words like “pretty” or “beautiful,” provide a 
description. What interests you more? 

She could turn every head when she walked in the room 

She was the prettiest girl  I’d ever   seen 

More beautiful than any words could ever say 

Like she’d stepped right out of my wildest dream 

Or 

She had a jet-black ponytail 

That curled around a butterfly tattoo 

Black stilletto heels, white string bikini top  

And eyes that could make a sky turn blue 

Incorporating Brand Names 

Incorporating brand names (i.e., Ray-Ban, Levis, Calvin Klein) 
and the names of businesses (i.e., McDonald’s, Walmart, Dairy 
Queen) can be an excellent way to infuse details into your lyr-
ics. For example, countless songs have mentioned brands of 
cars such as Chevy, Ford, Mercury, Cadillac, and Mercedes-
Benz-but is it legal? No -  but you won’t be sued as long as you 
present the product or business in a positive light. Your song 
essentially becomes a free commercial. 

Additional Hot Tips: Establish a Time and Location 

Specifying a time when the action is taking place can help you 
to tell a story—instead of telling how the singer feels. A line of 
lyric such as, “It was 3 AM on a rainy winter night” almost 
demands that you continue the story—to describe what hap-
pened next.  A time doesn’t have to be exact. It could be:  

The hottest day of summer  

The September sun was right above my head  

It was the middle of the longest night of my life 

Placing the character in a specific location is an additional tool 
that can help you to tell a story. Knowing where the action is 
taking place can also make it easier to include detail. Is the 
character in his or her bed? On a roller coaster? In a supermar-
ket? At a nightclub? In an airport? At a restaurant? In a cabin in 
the woods? 

Examples:  
I was sitting in my truck 
Underneath a streetlight 
Outside the house that used to be ours 
The sun peeked above the ocean 
As I woke up on a beach in Waikiki 
To view some lyrics that include exceptional use of details 
check out:  
I Drive Your Truck (recorded by Lee Brice; written by Jimmy 
Yeary, Connie Harrington, and Jessi Alexander)  
Last Friday Night (recorded by Katy Perry; written by Max 
Martin/Dr. Luke/Bonnie McKee/Katy Perry)  
Terms of My Surrender (recorded and written by John Hiatt)  
Irreplaceable (recorded by Beyoncé; written by Amund Bjoerk-
lund/Mikkel Eriksen/Tor Hermansen/Beyoncé Knowles/ Espen 
Lind/Shaffer Smith)  
Night Changes (recorded by One Direction; written by Niall 
Horan, Zayn Malik, Harry Styles, Liam Payne and Louis Tom-
linson, along with Jamie Scott, Julian Bunetta and John Ryan).  

CONT’D FROM PAGE 8: 
 
The action words—the verbs in this example are: “wrote,” 
“singing,” and “read.” 

Note that the first lyric examples never actually stated, “I 
miss you,” or “My heart is broken.” Nor did the second ex-
amples say, “I’m in love,” or “I’m happy.” They didn’t need 
to  because by “seeing” what the person in the song is doing 
the listeners are able to surmise how he or she feels. 

To master the tool of incorporating action it can help to im-
agine you’re writing the script for a video, and the actors’ 
actions will be based solely on the words of your lyric. If you 
write, “my heart is breaking,” you have not told the actress 
what she is supposed to do to show this. 

A listener cannot “see” what it looks like when a heart 
breaks. But if you write, “She fell to her knees as he packed 
his bag, and tears ran down her face”—this is something a 
listener can visualize. The actress knows that she is supposed 
to fall to her knees and cry. 

I: Imagery 

Imagery refers to things that be can seen. Words that convey 
images are nouns. Note that some nouns—such as 
“heartache,” “sadness,” “happiness,” and “joy”—do not rep-
resent things that are tangible. They are descriptions of emo-
tional states. Effective use of imagery entails including words 
that describe things that can be seen or touched.  While you 
cannot see “heartbroken,” you can see the images and actions 
that convey that a person is heartbroken. For instance: 

He falls to his knees and lays flowers on her grave  

She sits in his chair and wipes her tears with a tissue  

He kisses her photo  

The images in the examples above include: “knees,” flow-
ers,” and “grave”; “tears” and “tissue”; “photo” and “lips.” 

The inclusion of these images help to show that the character 
in the song is heartbroken. The listeners are better able to 
empathize with the character’s emotional state because the 
lyric allows them to envision the character and the items 
around them, as well as the action taking place. 

By including tangible items in your lyrics—things such as: 
furniture, clothing, a car, a house, a specific place, food, and 
other concrete nouns, you enable your audience to enter your 
song.  

D: Detail: 

Detail is the third component that will help you to show what 
is occurring—instead of telling how the singer or character in 
the song feels. By including adjectives and adverbs—or ad-
jectival and adverbial phrases—you further describe the sce-
ne, allowing your listener to visualize it more clearly. The 
inclusion of detail also contributes to making your lyric 
unique and distinctive. 

By adding detail to the examples above we can further en-
gage listeners.  

He falls to his knees and lays flowers on her grave – or – He 
falls to his knees on the cold, muddy ground and lays white 
lilies from her garden on her grave  

She sits in his chair and wipes her tears with a tissue – or – 
She sits in his old rocking chair and wipes bitter tears with a 
wet, crumpled Kleenex  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCSMCgqlc-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KlyXNRrsk4A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUCyEQq_83o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2EwViQxSJJQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=syFZfO_wfMQ
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FWSA 2015 
(Excluding Open Mics) 

Board of Directors Meeting -  Jul 1st 

Monthly Songwriter Gathering -  Jul 16th 

FWSA Creativity Circle -  Jul 27th 

Board of Directors Meeting -  Aug 5th 

FWSA Summer Showcase - Aug 9th 

Monthly Songwriter Gathering - Aug 20th 

FWSA Creativity Circle -  Aug 24th 

Songwriters in the Round Concert - Aug 31st 

Board of Directors Meeting -  Sep 2nd 

Monthly Songwriter Gathering - Sep 17th 

FWSA Creativity Circle -  Sep 28th 

Board of Directors Meeting -  Oct 7th 

Monthly Songwriter Gathering -  Oct 15th 

FWSA Creativity Circle -  Oct 26th 

Board of Directors Meeting -  Nov 4th 

Monthly Songwriter Gathering -  Nov 19th 

FWSA Creativity Circle -  Nov 23rd 

Songwriters in the Round Concert -  Nov 30th 

FWSA Fall Showcase -  Dec 5th 

Annual Meeting and Christmas Party - TBA 

Monthly Songwriter Gathering -  Dec 17th 

(Schedule subject to change) 
4th Friday Open 

Mic Night 
June 26, 2015 

7:00-  10:00pm 
3415 S. Cooper St. @Mayfield, #102, Arlington, 

TX. 76018.  817-468-2029  

www.groovygoodstx.com or check them out on 
Facebook.  Hosted by Alan Rice of Eclectic Roots 

Studio. 

(A $5.00 donation is made for every FWSA song-
writer that plays the open mic) 

 

There are no rules in songwriting, and I’m not implying that you 
should never tell how you feel in a lyric. Countless songs have 
become hits without the benefit of this tool. But it’s an important 
tool to have in your proverbial toolbox. 
Detailed stories filled with “pictures” are the cornerstone of the 
lyrics of Nashville’s current hits—but as you can see from the 
lyrics referenced above, this tool can help set your songs apart in 
every genre. Infusing your lyrics with A: action, I: imagery, and 
D: detail can be the ticket to deliver your lyrics to your listeners’ 
hearts—and your career to the next level. 
 

Reprinted by Permission of the Author: 
 

Jason Blume is the author of This Business of Songwriting and 6 
Steps to Songwriting Success (Billboard Books). His songs are 
on three Grammy-nominated albums and have sold more than 
50,000,000 copies. One of only a few writers to ever have sin-
gles on the pop, country, and R&B charts, all at the same time—
his songs have been recorded by artists including Britney Spears, 
the Backstreet Boys, the Gipsy Kings, Jesse McCartney, and 
country stars including Collin Raye (6 cuts), the Oak Ridge 
Boys, Steve Azar, and John Berry (“Change My Mind,” a top 5 
single that earned a BMI “Million-Aire” Award for garnering 
more than one million airplays). In the past eighteen months he’s 
had three top-10 singles and a “Gold” record in Europe by Dutch 
star, BYentl, including a #1 on the Dutch R&B iTunes chart. 
Jason’s songs have been included in films and TV shows includ-
ing “Scrubs,” “Friday Night Lights,” “Assassination Games,” 
Disney’s “Kim Possible” “Dangerous Minds,” “Kickin’ it Old 
Skool,” “The Guiding Light,” “The Miss America Pageant,” and 
many more. Jason is in his nineteenth year of teaching the BMI 
Nashville Songwriters workshops. A regular contributor to 
BMI’s Music World magazine, he presented a master class at the 
Liverpool Institute for Performing Arts (founded by Sir Paul 
McCartney) and teaches songwriting throughout the U.S., Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Norway, Ireland, the U.K., Canada, Bermu-
da, and Jamaica. 
After twelve years as a staff-writer for Zomba Music, Blume 
now runs Moondream Music Group. For additional information 
about Jason’s latest books, instructional audio CDs, and work-
shops visit www.jasonblume.com 
 

http://www.groovygoodstx.com
http://www.facebook.com/funkytown.roots?fref=ts
http://www.facebook.com/funkytown.roots?fref=ts
http://www.jasonblume.com


 


